
St. Anselm Sudbury Parishioners Meet with Archdiocese Representatives 
 
On September 28th, two representatives of the Archdiocese of Boston held a 
listening session in Framingham with three parishioners of St. Anselm of 
Sudbury.  A vigil has been held at the parish since September 12th related to the 
parish’s scheduled closing on September 15th. 
 
Cynthia Deysher, Chairperson of the Parish Council, and Jack Ryan spoke for St. 
Anselm's at the session. Deacon Joe Ramrath also attended. 
 
On September 21st, the Parish Council sent a fax to the Archdiocese saying it 
had been reading in the press media that the Archdiocese would like to 
commence a dialogue with the parishioners of St. Anselm.  The fax went on to 
welcome a productive and candid discussion of the issues at St. Anselm and 
provided the names of the members of the Parish Council to represent the St. 
Anselm community in such discussions.  The meeting yesterday was held in 
response to the earlier communication. 
 
At the weekly parish-wide meeting attended by over 80 people that evening, the 
St. Anselm spokespeople said the meeting was positive.  They said they had 
noted the parish’s willingness to help the archdiocese through these difficult 
times.  More specifically they had pointed out that through its experience with a 
part-time pastor for the last four years, St. Anselm has developed a model for an 
extremely vibrant, financially stable parish because the laity has taken 
responsibility for aspects of parish life such as administration, religious 
education, planning liturgies, and maintenance.  In addition the parish has 
various outreach programs among them: cooking and serving meals weekly at 
the Salvation Army’s Miracle Kitchen; contributions to a food pantry in an urban 
Boston parish; and a Giving Tree that provides clothes and toys to needy 
children twice a year.    
 
Additionally, when the Deaf Community Center (DCC) was forced to leave its 
Framingham facility due to funding cut backs, St. Anselm provided a place for its 
health care services, social activities, liturgies, and as well as office space for 
their administrative staff.  The members of the DCC were welcomed into the 
parish life, which was enhanced by some parishioners learning sign language to 
facilitate communication. 
 
 
For more information contact Bill Bannon 


